PENNSYLVANIA COURT STRUCTURE, 2004

SUPREME COURT M
7 justices sit en banc
Court of
CSP case types: last resort
+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, capital criminal, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile, disciplinary, original proceeding,
interlocutory decision cases.
« Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency, juvenile, original proceeding, interlocutory
decision cases. .
-/
A A A
\
COMMONWEALTH COURT A SUPERIOR COURT
9 authorized judges sit in panels and en banc 15 authorized judges sit in panels and en banc i
Intermediate
CSP case types: CSP case types: . appellate
« Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative + Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, juvenile, court
agency, original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases involving the original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.
commonwealth. + Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal,
« Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, administrative agency, original juvenile, original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.
proceeding, interlocutory decision cases involving the commonwealth. ) -/
A A
COURT OF COMMON PLEAS (60 districts in 67 counties) A
408 judges
CSP case types: Court OIf
+ Tort, contract, real property rights, miscellaneous civil. Estate, mental health, civil appeals jurisdiction. 'S:Jerinszriiﬁon
+ Domestic relations. :
+ Misdemeanor, DWIDUI. Exclusive felony, criminal appeals, miscellaneous criminal jurisdiction.
« Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction.
Jury trials in most cases. <
! 1
PHILADELPHIA MUNICIPAL COURT (1st district) DISTRICT JUSTICE COURT* (551 courts) \
25 judges 551 district justices
CSP case types: CSP case types:
+ Real property rights ($0/$10,000), miscellaneous - Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/$8,000);
civil. Small claims jurisdiction ($10,000): small claims ($8,000).
+ Felony, misdemeaner, DWI/DUI, domestic violence. » Felony, misdemeanor, DWI/DUL.
+ Ordinance violation. + Traffic/other violation.
+ Preliminary hearings. + Preliminary hearings.
No jury trials No jury trials.
Courts of
| | limited
et i ‘ jurisdiction
PHILADELPHIA TRAFFIC COURT PITTSBURGH CITY MAGISTRATES*
(1st district) (5th district)
7 judges 6 magistrates
CSP case types: CSP case types:

+ Misdemeanor, DWI/DUL.
+ Traffic/other violation.
+  Preliminary hearings.

+ Moving traffic, parking, miscellaneous traffic.

No jury frials. No jury trials. j
D om e e et e e t

*Effective January 2005, Pitisburgh City Magistrates merged with District Justice Court, which was renamed Magisterial District Judges Court.



